JTL backs government taskforce

Training provider JTL has welcomed the government’s plans for a London based Apprenticeship Task Force, but urges that more support will be needed to get employers onboard. 

Skills Minister David Lammy launched a London Apprenticeship Taskforce to expand the numbers of apprenticeship places offered by employers. 

However, some employers – particularly SMEs – are hoping the government will pledge their commitment to a wage subsidy scheme – easing the salary burden of new recruits. 

JTL’s Director of Corporate Services, Caroline Turner, comments: “Though the cost of training an apprentice is free, with full funding by the Learning and Skills Council, employers are still responsible for their apprentices’ salaries and other associated costs. Easing the burden of these costs with the release of a wage subsidy programme will go some way to encouraging more employers to recruit apprentices, in particular in an area such as London where the demand for skilled labour is only likely to increase with the ongoing development on projects such as the Olympics and the White City retail park.” 

“In terms of the need for more apprenticeship places for ethnic minority groups in London, we couldn’t agree more and are rolling out our own recruitment programmes that focus on the needs of both the employers and underrepresented groups within the building services engineering sector.” 

The JTL apprenticeship schemes are open to young people between the ages of 16 and 24 and are an ideal entry route into the building services engineering sector. The Advanced Apprenticeship allows young people to: develop practical on-the-job experience, ‘earn as they learn’, and achieve a National Vocational Qualification at Level 3, a qualification highly regarded by industry and Government alike. 
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Caption: Minister for Skills, David Lammy, marks the launch of the Apprenticeship Taskforce by meeting with JTL apprentices and Haydon Mechanical and Electrical at Europe's largest residential building - the Pan Peninsular construction site in Canary Wharf.
